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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 113169 

MADRID FOR VICE PRESIDENT , CAPE TOWN FOR EMB 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS:PFOR, BC, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIAN INCURSION INTO BOTSWANA 
REF: A) STATE 112026; B) GABORONE 1104 

1 . BOTSWANAN AMBASSADOR MOOKODI CALLED DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY BOLEN AT 12 O'CLOCK NOON MAY 17 AND CONVEYED 
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FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT HE HAD RECEIVED FROM THE OFFICE 
OF PRESIDENT KHAMA. 

2. "THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT HAS FURTHER ANNOUNCED 
THAT THE CONTINGENT OF THE REBEL RHODESIAN SECURITY 
FORCES WHICH ATTACKED THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCES CAMP 
AT MATOKA VILLAGE CONSISTED OF A COMPANY OF MORE THAN 
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150 MEN. ON REALIZING THAT THE INVADING RHODESIAN 
SOLDIERS WERE SUPERIOR IN NUMBERS, THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE 
FORCES SECTION CONSISTING OF 50 MEN WITHDREW FROM THE 
BASE CAMPS AND FIRED BACK FROM SAFER POSITIONS. FIGHTING 
WENT ON FOR MORE THAN TWO HOURS. AFTER THE BOTSWANA 
DEFENSE FORCES SECTION HAD WITHDREW FROM THE CAMP, THE 
FORCES OF THE ILLEGAL REGIME DESTROYED THE CAMP AND SOME 
STORES WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT IN THE CAMP USING HAND GRENADES 

OF THE SAME TYPE AS THE ONE WHICH WAS USED AT MOPHANE IN 
FRANCISTOWN ON THE 6TH OF MAY THIS YEAR. 

3. "BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCES REENFORCEMENTS HAVE NOW 
BEEN SENT TO THE AREA BUT WHEN THEY GOT THERE THE REBEL 
FORCES HAD WITHDRAWN AND HAD STOLEN SOME COMMUNICATIONS 
EQUIPMENT WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT AT THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE 
FORCES CAMP. MINISTER KWELAGOBE WHO IS CURRENTLY ON A 
TOUR OF SOME OF THE VILLAGES AROUND FRANCISTOWN WENT TO 
THE AREA WITH THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCES REENFORCEMENTS 
THIS EVENING. 

4. "THE REBEL REGIME HAS ISSUED A STATEMENT ADMITTING 
THAT ITS FORCES HAVE CROSSED INTO BOTSWANA BUT CLAIMING 
THAT THEY WERE PURSUING FREEDOM FIGHTERS. THIS IS A 
BOGUS PRETEXT WHICH THE REGIME IS USING TO JUSTIFY ITS 
UNPROVOKED ACTS OF AGGRESSION AGAINST BOTSWANA. THERE 
WERE NO FREEDOM FIGHTERS IN THE AREA." END TEXT. 

5. AMBASSADOR BOLEN ON DEPT'S BEHALF CONVEYED TO 
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MOOKODI TALKING POINTS BEING SENT TO YOU VIA SEPTEL. CHRISTOPHER 
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